
Connie Jo Israel loves gymnastics, 
and the sport has been the primary 
influence in her childhood, education 
and career.  After graduating from Ames 
High in 1972, Connie Jo continued 
her competitive career, captaining her 
Clarion University of Pennsylvania 
team to two national championships, 
while capturing individual collegiate 
titles in all-around, balance beam and 
floor exercise.  Israel earned a Masters 
of Science degree at Indiana State 
University and then pursued a career in 
coaching. She worked three seasons 
as assistant gymnastics coach at the 
University of Florida, coaching the 1983 
team to an AIAW national championship. 
While at Florida, she discovered an 
interest in directing competitions, 
and made a career change to event 
management.

During her career, Connie Jo held 
positions at USA Gymnastics, the 
U.S. Olympic Committee, the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association and 
various sports organizing committees, 
compiling the following body of work:

•	 7	Olympic	Games
•	 1	Paralympic	Game
•	 1	Super	Bowl
•	 3	World	Championships
•	 3	NCAA	Final	Fours
•	 1	World	Police	&	Fire	Games
•	 2	Goodwill	Games
•	 6	U.S.	Olympic	Festivals
•	 >30	national	and	international	
gymnastics	competitions

•	 14	NCAA	Championships

Two	international	events	stand	
out	as	highlights	in	Israel’s	
career:
Following the downfall of communism, 
and with the Soviet sports system in 
disarray, Ted Turner was concerned 
about Russia’s ability to plan and 
execute his 1994 Goodwill Games. 
Turner hired Connie Jo to live in St. 
Petersburg and help the Russians 
organize the multi-sport event in a new, 
capitalist environment.  The three years 
she spent in Russia were challenging, 
yet extremely rewarding. One of her 
primary and most colorful contacts on 
the Russian organizing committee was 
Vladimir Putin, then deputy mayor of St. 
Petersburg.

Israel also served as president of the 
2001 World Police & Fire Games in 
Indianapolis. The games featured 6,000 
athletes in 60 different sports. The event 
was themed “Heroes in the Heartland” 
and just three months before the 
tragedy of 9/11, Israel led Indianapolis’ 
celebration of the courageous 
accomplishments of police officers and 
fire fighters from across the globe.

Connie Jo credits the many opportunities 
she has enjoyed in her life to the 
experiences and foundation of her early 
years in Ames.   She is most grateful 
to Ed Gagnier, Karen Carlson, Ann 
Dirksen and her parents for the skills 
and values they instilled early in her 
development.  It is with great pleasure 
that we present the Ames High School 
Alumni Association’s “Distinguished 
Alumna” recognition to Connie Jo Israel, 
’72.  Congratulations, Connie.  “Ames Hi 
Aims High”
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Connie	Jo	Israel,	’72
2017	Distinguished	Alumna

Connie Jo and long-time friend Robin Haugland 
Fletcher, ’74 who introduced Connie Jo at the 
AHS Athletic Hall of Fame/Distinguished Alum 
Recognition.  Connie Jo was also a 1992 inductee 
into the athletic hall of fame.
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Mat	Clark,	’05 participated in cross country 
and track under the direction and coaching 
of John Sletten for cross country and track 
and Bruce Vertanen for the high jump.  He 
lettered all four years in both cross country 
and track and was a 10-time winner in the 
state track meet during those four years.  
He was also a 2-time state champion in the 
pentathlon in 2004 and 2005.  During those 
years he was also IATC All-State.  
After leaving Ames High School, Mat 
attended the University of Northern 
Iowa.  During his time there, he continued 
competing in the decathlon.  He was a 3-time 
All-American, 7-time All-Conference Team 
member, Drake Relays Decathlon Champion, 
Missouri Valley Conference Champion, World 
Junior Championship Qualifier in 2006, 
Olympic Trials Qualifier in 2008, and ESPN 
Academic All-American in 2008 and 2009.
Mat has extended his decathlon 
career beyond college.  He was a US 
Championships qualifier in 2009, 2010 and 
2017—the latter at the age of thirty.  He was 
a member of Team USA on the Thorpe Cup 
team in 2010, 2011 and 2012.  In 2009, Mat 
was the number 6th ranked decathlete with a 
score of 7,785 points.
Currently, Mat lives in Fayetteville, Arkansas 
and works as the University of Arkansas’ 
men’s and women’s track and field strength 
and conditioning coach.  He is married to 
Abby, and they recently added a baby girl, 
Adeline to their family.  Other members of 
Mat’s family include his parents, Jim and 
Karen Clark, his older brother Jason and 
younger brother Tyler.
Erica	Lynn	Douglas,	01 is one of a 
dwindling group of athletes who are multi-
sport athletes.  Erica participated in cross 
country, track and soccer during all four 
years at Ames High School.  Her focus was 
on running, and she excelled in both cross 
country and track.   As a cross country letter 
winner all four years under the leadership 
of Coach Schmaltz, Erica was a State 
Cross Country Qualifier all four years.  As 

a track runner on Jim Duea’s track squad, 
Erica specialized in hurdle races under the 
direction of Tom Jorgensen, her event coach.  
She ran in the first 100 Meter Hurdle event 
held for girls at the Drake Relays.  She is 
a school record holder in the shuttle hurdle 
relay and earned Elite All-State distinction 
in 2000 and 2001.  She won numerous 
conference and district titles, and in 2000 
and 2001, she scored in all four events she 
entered at the State Track Meet.  
Erica went on to run track at Iowa State 
University.  Her greatest accomplishments 
were in the heptathlon, and in 2006, she was 
the Big 12 Runner-up and also qualified for 
the NCAA.  Her score of 5,386 at the Drake 
Relays ranks second all-time in Iowa State 
history.  She was a 10-time Big 12 medal 
winner in multiple events, including the high 
jump.  She was a NCAA Regional Qualifier 
in the high jump in 2006 and a two-time All-
American.
Erica continues her love for track and field 
and currently is a high school track coach 
in Waukee.  She also is the founder of 
ShePlaysNow.com, where she mentors 
female athletes and coaches of female 
athletes.  Erica lives in Norwalk, Iowa with 
her husband Tony and children TJ (9), 
Marcus (7), Brooklynn (4) and Sean (2).  
Other family members include her mom, 
K’Lynn, and brother, Steve.  A huge influence 
in her athletic career was her dad, Steve 
Lynn.
Jeff	Fisher,	’96 was a four-year letter 
winner for Ames High School in swimming.  
Coached by Mike Wittmer, Jeff had a long 
list of accomplishments, including many pool 
and school records, starting in his freshman 
year.  Many would say he is one of the best 
swimmers to come out of Ames High School.  
Jeff was a 4-year letter winner who qualified 
in 4 events at the state meet all 4 years he 
was at Ames High.  He won 127 races in his 
four seasons and was either first or second 
in 84% of the races he entered during his 
high school career.  He was a part of 7 AHS 
pool records and 11 school records.  He also 
contributed to 7 Conference, 12 District and 
3 State Runner-up Championship swims.  
During his high school career, the swim 
teams had four consecutive undefeated dual 
meet seasons and lost only one invitational 
meet.  As 2-time state champion and a 3-time 
runner-up, he qualified as an All-American 3 
times.  
After high school, Jeff was a member of the 
Iowa State Men’s Swim team for one year.  
He became certified in coaching and was 
an assistant to Mike Wittmer during his final 
year as the Ames High swimming coach.  
He also served as an assistant coach to 
Dan Flannery during his first year as head 

coach at Ames High School.  He continues 
to give back to the sport by serving as a 
board member of the Des Moines Swimming 
Federation.
Jeff completed his undergraduate degree at 
Iowa State University in 2000 and received 
his law degree in 2003, graduating with 
honors from Hamline University School of 
Law.  Jeff currently lives in the Des Moines 
area with his wife, Tina, and their three 
children:  Grace (11), Luka (9) and Leo (7).
James	Teas,	’05 competed in baseball 
and basketball all four years while at Ames 
High School.  Baseball was the sport that 
took James to Central Michigan University, 
a Division 1 school in the Mid-American 
Conference.  James was a two-time All-
Conference First Team, District First Team 
and an All-State Super First Team selection 
in 2004 and 2005.  He was also a member 
of the Iowa Seniors All-Star Team in 2005.  
James earned four varsity letters in baseball 
and was varsity team captain his senior year.  
James recorded 208 strikeouts during his 
pitching career and had an amazing .427 
batting average with 26 homeruns during his 
Ames High baseball career.  
James also lettered in basketball three 
times and earned all-conference basketball 
honors in 2005.  James stated: “His fondest 
memories from both sports are the hours 
spent with teammates practicing, traveling 
to games and growing up together.  Other 
memories include the support given to him by 
family, friends, coaches and fans.”  
James lives in Dearborn, Michigan with his 
wife, Moyra, and their two and a half year-
old son, Conrad.  Currently, he is a full-time 
father and husband.  Other family members 
include his parents, Roy and Susan, his 
brother, David, and his sisters, Sarah and 
Rachel.  
Coach	Kenny	Graham served as Ames High 
School’s first girls soccer coach, beginning 
in 1996.  He continued as coach until 2009.  
During his tenure, the girls soccer program 
grew and became a strong contender in 
the state.  Coach Graham and his squads 
compiled an impressive 177 wins to only 
74 losses and 1 tie.  He was CIML Coach 
of the Year four times—1997, 1998, 2002 
and 2003.  The Ames girls were conference 
champions in 1998, 2002 and 2003, and 
they qualified for the state tournament four 
times.  They were semi-finalists in 1998 and 
2007.  Graham coached 26 first-team and 29 
second-team conference players.
Coach Graham set the stage for what would 
become a strong, successful girls soccer 
program at Ames High School.  One of his 
favorite memories was beating West Des 
Moines Valley for the first time in 2002. 

2017	AHS	Athletic	Hall	of	Fame	Recipients

Mark Ritland, ’65 ` was presented the Distinguished Service in Athletics Award at the 26th Annual 
Athletics Hall of Fame Induction Banquet on October 12, 2017.  Mark began announcing Ames 
High baseball in 1995 and soon added basketball, football, volleyball, wrestling and soccer to 
his repertoire.  Over the past two decades, Mark has become the “Voice of Ames High Athletics”, 
announcing some of the greatest moment in AHS sports history, including the 2009 and 2010 
basketball seasons that culminated in state championships led by two future NBA players, Harrison 
Barnes and Doug McDermott.  Mark plans to continue announcing for AHS as long as it is fun and 
as long as he is doing a good job.  (Picture: Mark and AD Judge Johnston)

Mathew James Clark, ‘05, Connie Jo Israel, ‘72 
(Distinguished Alumna), James Edward Teas, ‘05, 
Jeffrey Paul Fisher, ‘96, Coach Kenny Graham 
(Soccer), Erica Lynn Douglas, ‘01
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Hi there!  This is Pat Huff, formerly Pat 
Marvin.  I’m living now in Asbury, Iowa 
with my son, Curt, and his wife, Jan.  I 
lost my husband Ron in September of 
2016.  Still enjoying Tai Chi and poetry 
and walking in our lovely park.  Hello to 
everyone, and I’m enjoying the alumni 
news.

Pat	Marvin	Huff,	‘47
_________________________

To:  Mary Shahan, Secretary.  Thank 
you for your note after my renewal 
and contribution.  I am enclosing a 
very humbling letter about the Golden 
Hoosier Award I received on Friday, 
June 23, 2017.  I do volunteer in 
numerous rolls; however, so do many 
others.  I am thrilled and humbled.

Tim DeLuca from Greencroft 
Communities nominated Mary for this 
prestigious award.  The Golden Hoosier 
Award is the highest honor bestowed 
upon a senior citizen by the State of 
Indiana.  This award is a collaboration 
between the Office of the Lt. Governor 
and the Indiana Family and Social 
Services Administration’s Division of 
Aging to acknowledge seniors who serve 
other Hoosiers in an exemplary manner, 
and dedicate their lives to bettering 
the community where they live.  The 
reception was held in the north atrium of 
the Indiana Statehouse in Indianapolis.  
Suzanne Crouch, Lieutenant Governor 
of Indiana, wrote: “I am honored to 
congratulate you on being selected to 
receive the 2017 Golden Hoosier Award.  
It is individual Hoosiers who make 
Indiana great, and people like you who 
are moving our state forward every day.”  
Congratulations, Mary, from the AHSAA.

Mary	Harper	Lackore,	‘51

Please find enclosed a memorial to 
“My Fallen 1961 Classmates”.  I’m sure 
that my opinion that ‘The Class of ’61 
was the best’ is debatable.  But, there 
is a large body of evidence over many 
decades that show it was certainly a 
superior one.  I will be sending a letter 
via e-mail encouraging all the AHS 
graduates of our age bracket to continue 
to Aim	High.  That motto has always 
served me well.  All the best from the 
golden corner of South Carolina.

Bruce	D.	Woods,	‘61
_________________________

Mark and I want to thank you for your 
excellent newsletters.  We really enjoy 
reading them every time.  Also, thank 
you for helping us keep in touch with our 
classmates.  Mark’s 50th was very well 
done.  And now we look forward to mine 
in a year.  We appreciate all you do!

Mark,	67	and	Betty	Jo	Burnet	Smith,	
‘68

_________________________

Hi!  Here is my check for 3 more years.  
News on the career front—signed with 
an agent in May to appear in the film 
“Accommodations” which is due out 
this year; have a recurring role in a pilot 
being shopped around; and have a TV 
role in 2018 (details TBA).  Also, in a 
reading of a new play on September 18.  
Best wishes.

Jami	Simon,	‘76
_________________________

Dear Ames High Alumni Association 
Members,
I am heading up to MSU in a few weeks, 
and I just wanted to thank you for the 
scholarship you awarded me.  I know a 
lot of kids aren’t awarded with this often, 
and I want you to know it means a lot to 

me.  Hopefully in the coming years you 
will be able to see how helpful this award 
was in helping me achieve my goals.  
Thanks again.

Hartley	Christensen,	‘17
_________________________

I read your story about AHS 
percussionists (Aug. 2017) with interest.  
However, you certainly should have 
included Dave Shrader, ’57 in the write-
up.  He started studying percussion in 
grade school and continued through 
high school and college.  While at AHS 
he was in marching, concert and pep 
bands, and he made All-State (twice, I 
think).  He formed a dance band (the 
Continentals) with some guys in our 
nearby town, and they played dances 
all over Story County and beyond.  He 
worked up a drum duo routine with Gary 
Malone, ’56 (whom you mentioned in 
your article), and they played in various 
high schools and on local TV.  He 
eventually went all the way to Doctor of 
Music at the University of Oregon and 
taught music and percussion in several 
states, ending up at the University 
of North Texas.  He initiated several 
music education corporations (such 
as MicroMusicInc), worked as a studio 
musician, and played in assorted jazz 
bands throughout his career.  (Editor’s 
note: “Thanks, Bill, for your enlightening 
e-mail!”)

William A. “Bill” Stoever, ‘57

We	Get	Letters...

60	Years	Ago...
Cheer	Squad	

1957
Left to right: Don Martin, Patti Miller, Nancy 
Thornton, Dorothy VanDerWilt, Pat Smith, and 
Bill Gammack.
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Other	news	about	our	graduates...
Stephen	J.	Walsh,	MD,	’56, Volunteer Clinical Professor, 
has retired after 52 years of general medical and psychiatric 
practice.  During his 43 years of private practice in San 
Francisco, Walsh participated continuously in the Dept. of 
Psychiatry’s teaching programs with psychiatric residents, 
medical students and other trainees.  He served terms as 
president of the San Francisco Medical Society, the Northern 
California Psychiatric Society, and the UCSF Association 
of Clinical Faculty.  He was honored with the 2009 Dr. J. 
Elliott Royer Award for community-based practitioners, and 
is a Distinguished Life Fellow of the American Psychiatric 
Association.  In addition to his clinical work and teaching, 
Walsh published two book chapters and more than 50 articles 
and editorials over the years.  He served as editor of the 
Journal of the SF Medical Association, and served for 25 years 
on the publication’s editorial board.  He was a delegate from 
the San Francisco Medical Society to the House of Delegates 
of the California Medical Association for 20 years. (Steve was 
a student body president at Ames High.  After three years of 
pre-medical studies at Iowa State, he attended the University 
of Iowa College of Medicine where he graduated in 1963.)

A former Ames Man,	Charles	“Chuck”	Benson,	’53	and 
his son, Christopher	Benson,	’85	were recently presented 
Quilts of Valor during a ceremony at the Benson home in 
Annapolis, Md. that were made by Julie Eppert, a woman from 
Madrid, Iowa.  Chuck received his Army ROTC commission 
from Iowa State College in 1958, and he served in the military 
for 13 years, including the last few years where he served as 
commander of the 186th Military Police Battalion in the Iowa 
National Guard.  Col. Christopher Benson graduated from the 
University of Tennessee in 1990.  He recently retired after a 
26-year career, which included service at bases in Alaska, 
Iraq, Korea, Afghanistan and Germany, where he and his 
family still live.  The mission of the Quilts for Valor is to provide 
quilts to service members and veterans touched by war.  
(Courtesy of the Ames Tribune)

Sandra	Q.	Albertson	Larson,	’71,	(ISU, Biology, ’75, Civil 
Engineering, ’88) recently retired from the Iowa Department 
of Transportation as the systems operations bureau director 
within the Highway Division, where she served since 1988.  
Larson most recently oversaw the agency’s traffic and 
safety office, maintenance office, and the traffic operations 
office.  Larson has contributed extensive volunteer service to 
transportation research, serving leading national transportation 
organizations, including the American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Officials research committees 
and several National Council Transportation Research Board 
National Cooperative Highway Research Program panels.  
Larson was a mentor to more than 20 TRB panels, committees 
or task forces, and she has served on National Research 
Council and U. S. DOT committees that addressed pavement 
technology and bridge performance.

Larson is a 2017 recipient of the PACE (Professional 
Achievement Citation in Engineering) Award at Iowa State 
University. This award was established in 1968 to recognize 
superior technical or professional accomplishments in 
research, development, administration, education and 
engineering activities.  The citation recognizes alums 
eminently known for their professional competence and 
creativity.  Larson has also received an Iowa State University 
Professional Progress in Engineering Award in 1998 and 
the Roy W. Crum Distinguished Service Award from the 
Transportation Research Board in 2016.  In recognition of 

Larson’s outstanding contributions, she was named in 2011 
a national associate of the National Research Council.  In 
receiving this PACE Award, Larson joins her sister, Karen 
Albertson, who previously received this award, and they are 
the only two sisters to do so.

Nupur	Ghoshal,	’91, a neurologist and assistant professor in 
the department of neurology at Washington University School 
of Medicine in St. Louis, has been recognized by Continental 
Who’s Who Among Pinnacle Professionals in the field of 
medicine.

Lori	Jean	Nelson,	’83, a University of Iowa adjunct professor 
of psychology was one of three Iowans recently honored for 
her work in helping refugee and immigrant families settle 
into their communities.  What started as volunteering for the 
Lutheran Services of Iowa for a summer turned into more 
than 10 years of service for Nelson.  She has been connected 
to Iowa throughout early life, having been born in Ames and 
completing her undergraduate courses in psychology at the U. 
of Iowa.  She went on to finish her graduate work at Princeton 
and taught in Pennsylvania.  Later, she returned to Iowa, and 
she has taught part-time at the U. of Iowa since 1999.  In 
her role helping settle families into Iowa City, Nelson said, 
she has learned the obstacles that refugees faced.  Among 
other things she helped them find tutors, drove them to doctor 
appointments, and assisted them in paper-work for their green 
cards or citizenship papers.  “She did a very extraordinary job,” 
Ebrahim Ame, a representative of the Refugee and Immigrant 
Associations said.  “She is a great citizen, and I want to 
congratulate her.”

Sarvinder	Bal	Naberhaus,	’79 was born in India and came to 
Ames in 1965.  Her father was studying Veterinary Medicine 
at ISU, and later arranged for his family to join him.  It was to 
be a temporary move, but turned into a permanent position, 
so the Bal family stayed.  Those were the days of walking to 
and from school, and going home to eat lunch, but also a time 
of racial tension.  Her great-grandfather, Boota Singh Bal, had 
boarded a ship to come to America, but at the last moment, 
disembarked.  The torch was then passed to her father, 
Harpal, who eventually pursued the American dream, but not 
without some detours.  After WWII, he traveled to Calcutta.  
Harpal then attended school there, which eventually marked 
his path to the U.S.

Sarvinder grew up as a dancer and songwriter, which inspired 
her to pursue her own American dream, putting her rhythm 
and rhyming to use by writing children’s books.  Her writing 
has a song-like quality, using short verse and poetic rhythm 
and rhyme to forge her stories.  Her first book, Boom Boom, is 
a poem utilizing the sounds of the seasons.  She also co-wrote 
Dog Tales Too, a book set in Ames, that commemorated the 
grand re-opening of the library in 2014, helping to promote 
literacy.  Her most recent books are Lines, and the award 
winning Blue Sky White Stars which was dedicated to her 
siblings (Goga ’74, Yyoti ’76, Neel ’88).  Blue Sky White Stars 
earned national media attention as a homage to the American 
Flag and the immigrant experience, highlighting the history 
and melting pot of the forces that created America.  It is an 
Amazon best-seller and garnered 4 reviews, all starred.  Lines, 
a STEM board book (her favorite) also earned a rare review, 
also starred.  To see more about her experience, visit USA 
Today, “I am an American” series https://gog.gl/gKsaHN and 
visit her website at Sarvinder.com.
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Enhancing	Ames	Life,	One	Home	at	a	Time
by Tracey Stoll, ‘74

When Ames real estate listings include 
the words “Buck built home,” buyers 
translate: good design, solidly built, and 
beautiful craftsmanship.  The company 
behind this seal of excellence, Buck 
Construction, was deeply rooted in 
Ames and its schools, including Ames 
High.  Bob and Anne (nee Knuths) Buck 
were both born and grew up in Ames 
and graduated from AHS in 1950.  Long 
before Buck Construction was even a 
glimmer in their eyes, they attended 
Welch School from kindergarten through 
ninth grade. They went on their first 
date, a “triple date,” in seventh grade. 
They began going steady in eighth 
grade, right through and beyond high 
school “without ever breaking up,” Bob 
said.  When he was in ninth grade, 
Bob started working on a farm south 
of Ames owned by his father, Ames 
dentist H.G. Buck. At the farm, Bob built 
several outbuildings and remodeled the 
kitchen in the farmhouse. His experience 
building on the farm, coupled with a 
dedication to building furniture in sixth 
grade through high school, planted the 
seed of his passion for construction.

Bob and Anne were married after his first 
year as an agriculture student at Iowa 
State University and stayed in Ames 
until he graduated. One summer, they 
filled in at the family farm, milking cows 
twice a day, gathering eggs (or, as Anne 
put it, “trying to get the eggs out from 
under the hens”), and feeding the hogs. 
Although Bob’s building experiences 

had sparked an interest in construction, 
“I still saw myself as a future farmer,” he 
said.  Bob was in ROTC at ISU, so he 
entered the Army Chemical Corps as a 
second lieutenant. He taught chemical, 
biological, and radiological warfare and 
participated in assessing the intensity 
of radiation for six atomic explosions in 
Nevada.  After discharge, the couple 
anticipated that they would be running 
the family farm. However, their timing 
was off, and a tenant farmer had signed 
a one-year lease a month before they 
returned to Ames. “So to kill time, I 
went into construction,” Bob recalled. 
“Dick Bliss [owner of Bliss Construction] 
had seen some of my work and hired 
me.” During the five years Bob worked 
for Bliss, he realized that he wanted a 
career in construction.

In 1957, while Bob was working for Bliss 
Construction, he began to work evenings 
as well, building a home for their family.  
By then they had two sons: Bruce (AHS 
‘71) was a toddler, and Steven (AHS ‘74) 
was a year old*. Anne recounted her 
daily ritual: “I took the boys and supper 
to the building site every evening.” Bob 
added, “I put a sheet of plywood over 
two saw horses so we had a table to 
eat on. We moved in when the floors 
were still exposed plywood. Then we 
could live there while I worked on it.”  
One Saturday after work in 1961, Bob 
drove by a home on Grand Avenue that 
had a sign saying, “5 lots for sale.” The 
owner was Joe Gerbrach, who at the 
time owned the Collegian movie theater 
downtown and the two movie theaters 
on Lincolnway in campus town. The 
five lots were from 20th Street to 18th 
Street, and on Grand. Bob wanted to 
build homes on his own, and this looked 
like the perfect opportunity. “Anne and 
I discussed whether to buy any of the 
lots,” he recalled. As he was leaving to 
go talk to Gerbrach, Anne says that she 
admonished him, “Don’t try to buy all of 
them!” She explained, “We didn’t have 
any money.”  “So I told him [Gerbrach] 
that I was interested in the lots, but 
I couldn’t pay for them,” Bob said. 
Gerbrach took a small down payment, 
and agreed to let Bob buy each lot as he 
built on it. The first house they built was 
sold before it was built. The buyer was 

someone whom Anne had met “at an 
exercise class at ISU. “Here they were,” 
she marveled, “taking a risk on the first 
house he built on his own.”

Thus began a forty-year stretch for Buck 
Construction, building 254 individual 
custom homes and remodeling 4,000 – 
both interiors and additions to existing 
homes. Bob started his business “with 
just a 1948 jeep, a cheap trailer from 
down on the farm, my tools, and one 
other carpenter.” In their basement 
next to the furnace, “I used an old 
government desk we found at the 
Ames dump,” he said.  Anne became 
a crucial behind-the-scenes partner at 
their home office, handling all of the job 
records, billing, and paperwork. She also 
decorated interiors when they had show 
homes. All while maintaining their home 
and taking care their children throughout 
the day and evenings.  “Our homes were 
built for the buyer; we built less than a 
handful of spec homes,” Bob said. Buck 
built homes are scattered all around 
Ames. Buyers would come to them by 
word of mouth. The company rarely 
advertised; only when one of their new 
houses was a show home. Typically, 
Bob would talk to an interested buyer 
about what they wanted for their home, 
then he would draw up plans and get an 
estimate. Equipped with his real estate 
broker’s license, he drew up the contract 
and began construction. 

The success of Buck Construction was 
largely due to Bob’s dedication. He 
visited the sites every day, even with 
foremen on each job. For several years 
they had a crew of 23 and were building 
10 homes at a time. He worked nights 
and Sundays, but “spent time with the 
kids at bedtime,” he said.  There were 
lean years, however. In the early ‘80s, 
there was a building recession.  Interest 
rates went up to 21 percent.  During that 
time, they would build a custom home 
and the purchaser couldn’t always sell 
their current house in order to make the 
purchase. In those situations, “We had 
to carry the loans,” Bob said.  During 
that recession, they had to taper down 
the number of crew members. Anne 
said, “It was the first time we ever had to 
lay people off. It about killed Bob.
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Enhancing	Ames	Life,	One	Home	at	a	Time	Cont.
by Tracey Stoll, ‘74

Buck Construction developed two 
subdivisions; Westwood and The Green. 
They bought the land, put in streets and 
utilities, and built most of the homes. 
They undertook other developments 
with land areas too large to handle 
alone, so they formed a partnership for 
those subdivisions with H & F Builders 
[Hunziker & Furman] and Friedrich 
Construction. The three contractors 
developed Parkview, Northwood, Spring 
Valley and Northridge. They each agreed 
to split all costs and profits three ways, 
and they divided up the responsibilities. 
All told, Buck Construction was involved 
in developing 1,200 lots.  Although Bob 
had been asked several times whether 
he wanted a partner, he said, “I never 
wanted one. But those joint projects 
went very well. It was pure trust. We 
never argued or questioned anything 

financial. Once plans were set, we 
proceeded to get it done.  “We agreed 
to sell lots to everyone, including small 
builders. I was a little guy in a sense, so 
I thought that was important.”

All good things must come to an end, 
and Bob and Anne retired in 2001, 
40 years after their modest beginning 
in 1961. Beyond the number of lots 
developed, and homes and remodeling 
jobs completed, the company’s legacy 
is impressive. They employed more 
than 150 people who averaged two 
years of college education. More than 
20 of those crew members started 
their own businesses. The company 
experimented with energy saving 
methods including geothermal, passive 
solar, super insulating, earth sheltering, 
and solar panels, while also protecting 

existing trees and adding walkways and 
park areas.  Although their company 
was always small, their hard work and 
dedication enhanced the value of life in 
Ames neighborhoods all around town. 
One home at a time.  *(Lisa Anne Buck 
(AHS ‘77) arrived two years after their 
house was completed.

(Tracey Stoll has known Anne & Bob 
Buck since her family moved to the 
Bucks’ neighborhood in 1958. She 
observed that they are “an amazing 
couple, working together for forty years 
while raising three children who grew 
up to be kind, talented and admirable 
adults.  And Bob & Anne still appear to 
be as in love as they must have been 
in the 1940s, often seen in their 80s, 
holding hands while walking in the 
neighborhood.”)

The	Buck	family	members	attended	Ames	High	for	four	
decades	in	the	last	century.  Dr. and Mrs. H. G. Buck had four sons 
who graduated from Ames High, and the four sons in turn had eleven children 
who graduated from Ames High.  As of the fall of 2017, there were 37 
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren of H. G. Buck living in Ames.  
The first two generations are as follows:  Brothers:		Bill, ’42;  Jim, ’45;  Bob, 
’50; and Ben, ’53.  Children:  Mason (Lindy), 67;  Stuart, ’69;  Peter, ‘ 71;  
Connie Buck Bappe, ‘’71;  Bruce, ’71;  Catherine, ’72;  Steven, ’74;  Kevin, 
’76;  Sara Buck Dekovic, ’76;  Brian, ’77; and Lisa Buck Merino, ’77.

65	Years	Ago...
1952	Senior	
Senate
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Fifty Years in the Air
by Lance Thompson

During a 30-year Air Force career, John Hug, AHS ’38 flew B-29s 
over Japan, WB-47s into Hurricanes and C0-130s in Vietnam, and 
then he spent 20 years as a civilian pilot.  The son of an engineer, 
Hug was born in 1920 in Ames, Iowa.  Following the example of 
his older brother, Harris, ’33, John sought work in the aviation 
industry and said that he “was bucking rivets on P-38s and 
Hudson bombers” at the Lockheed plant in California when the 
Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor.  The urgent need for air cadets 
prompted Hug and four boyhood pals from Ames to enlist.  They 
passed their rigorous air cadet exam and began their careers in 
the Army Air Corps.  Earning his wings in February 1943, Hug 
completed advanced twin-engine training is Roswell, NM, and 
became a pilot for bombardier training.  He said, “I got bored with 
the daily routine and asked for a transfer.  I got one to Clovis, New 
Mexico for B-29 training.”  Boeing’s B-29 had been designed in 
1940 to Army specifications for a long-range heavy bomber, but 
World War II accelerated its development.  It had pressurized crew 
spaces, a radical new wing and Wright R-3350 Duplex-Cyclone 
engines that were powerful but prone to fires.  We lost five aircraft 
and crews while I was there, most due to engine fires.  

The first B-29 missions against the Japanese targets were 
flown from China.   B-29s served as their own supply aircraft, 
ferrying crews, spare parts and supplies from India to the fields 
of China.  Six B-29 round trips were required to furnish enough 
fuel and bombs for one mission against Japanese targets.   “I flew 
three missions from China—the first in Singapore and two from 
Rangoon,” Hug said.  “The Singapore mission was 4,000 miles, 
19 hours and 25 minutes.  One engine was running at 2,200 rpm, 
and we couldn’t control it.  The flight engineer said we’d use less 
fuel if we shut it down and feathered it, so we came home on three 
engines.  We were so late returning on that one, the squadron 
thought we were lost.”  B-29 missions had no fighter escort, but 
the U.S. fighters from Iwo Jima would conduct sweeps prior to the 
bombing missions to target Japanese interceptors.

In July 1944, American forces were taking the Mariana Islands, 
which offered a closer base to Japan and a simplified supply 
line.   B-29 groups in China, including Hug’s 40th Bomb Group, 
would join those flying from the Marianas.  At his new base in 
Tinian, Hug had his choice of two aircraft—a new B-29 and an 
older model with less-efficient bomb doors.   “The new one had 
been in an accident, so I picked the old one,” he said.  “I named 
it Miss Donna Lee after my baby daughter, whom I hadn’t yet 
met.   One of my first missions, we had a fire on takeoff.   It was 
a night mission, no moon, we couldn’t even see the surface of 
the water—just darkness.  With a full load of bombs and fuel, we 
couldn’t gain altitude, so we just flew 100 feet above the water—
not enough altitude to turn around.  The bombardier had to use 
the intervalometer—a timing device—to release the bombs one at 
a time.   Fortunately, the bombs weren’t armed yet, or they would 
have detonated when they hit the water and, at 100 feet altitude, 
we would have been in trouble.  With the bombs gone, we gained 
enough altitude to turn around and land.

Initial bombing results by B-29s from high altitude were 
disappointing, so in March 1945 Major General Curtis LeMay 
changed to daring new tactics: low-level night bombing with 
incendiaries designed to destroy Japan’s wooden buildings.  The 

change in tactics devastated Japanese targets.   “Normally, we 
flew at six to ten thousand feet, mostly at night,” Hug recalled.  “On 
one missions, for a hundred miles out, I could see five cities aglow, 
still burning from previous missions.”  The heat from the fires 
created powerful thermal updrafts which threatened the bombers 
at lower altitudes.   “I flew into hurricanes for 14 years and never 
encountered updrafts as powerful as those caused by fires over 
Japan.”

After the war, Hug stayed in the reserves, then returned to 
active duty to train B-29 crews for Korea.  Seeking a greater 
challenge, he requested a transfer and found a spot flying weather 
reconnaissance at the enviable post: “Bermuda, country club of 
the Air Force.”  During his 14 years flying weather recon all over 
the world, Hug flew WB-29s, WB-50s and WB-47s.  Weather 
squadrons also collected atmospheric data on atomic tests 
conducted by the U.S. and other countries.  Hug would fly through 
atomic clouds after a nuclear test and collect samples.  He said: 
“When you came back, they would go over you with a Geiger 
counter.  I’m still here at the age of 95, so I guess they did a good 
job.”  Hug finished his weather career setting up a WB-50 school 
in Palm Beach, Florida to train new weather pilots.  The war in 
Vietnam created a need for combat pilots, so he trained on the 
Lockheed C-130 and then deployed to Taiwan.  C-130s based 
in Taiwan would fly to Vietnam and remain there for two weeks 
at a time, shuttling cargo between remote airstrips.  We flew 
everything—food. artillery, livestock—anything they needed.  Hug 
was still flying C-130s when he ended his 30-year Air Force career 
at Dyess AFB in Texas.  Hug then got his instrument instructor 
license and was hired by Wendell Jones as a corporate pilot.  Hug 
flew another 20 years as a civilian pilot and, on occasion, as a 
pilot.  (Courtesy of: “Aviation History, September 2017—Edited 
version.)

Lieutenant Hug kneeling in front row at far left
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From	Beijing	to	Rome	to	Paris	&	Havana
Brooke Harker, ‘96 has painted them all – 
and more.  Today Brooke makes a living as 
a contemporary artist in Los Angeles and 
specializes in large city and coastal scenes.  
She paints many compositions of the west 
coast and captures urban life inspired from 
travels to New York, Paris, Tokyo, Hong Kong, 
San Francisco, Venice, Rome and most 
recently, Cuba.  Lu Martin Galleries in Laguna 
Beach, California permanently represents her 
art while a curator from the noble Borghese 
family in Rome has had a collection of her 
paintings on tour in Italy since 2015.  Harker 
met Borghese after one of her paintings 
traveled to Italy as part of a museum exhibit.
Although Brooke has been living with her 
actress sister Katie (AHS’ 99) in Southern 
California since 2004 and loves her life in 
California, she still relishes her Iowa roots. 
“The water and air are good and people here 
still talk to each other.  I love that.”  Several 
of Harker’s family members live in Ames, all 
of whom have encouraged her artistically.  
Her aunt gave her a house painting brush at 
age three along with a bucket of water and 
told her to paint the sidewalk outside her 
grandmother’s house.  Harker’s mother who 
is also an artist taught her to paint and stretch 
canvas.  “I used to watch my mom paint huge 
backdrops at ACTORS (Ames Community 
Theater), which was my second home as a 
child.  I always loved the collaborative process 
of being involved with all elements of the 
theater and people.  I developed a passion 
for taking photographs when my father who is 
an avid photographer of trains bought me my 
first camera at age nine.  Both of my parents 
taught me about composition. The style I 
paint in now blends inspiration from my love 
of photography and sketches made live on 
location.”
Beyond having a supportive family, Harker 
credits  Wayne Hansen (Hank), who ran the 
drama program at AHS and Dorothy Gugel 
of the AHS art department as being her most 
influential instructors while at Ames High 
School.  Harker states that both Hansen & 
Gugel were “absolutely instrumental in the 
foundation of who I turned into.”  “Hank,” as 
he was known to his closest theatre students, 
“had a way of seeing greatness in students or 
holding them accountable if they didn’t exert 
their best efforts. His crass sense of humor 
and blunt honesty made students love him.  
We knew it was an honor to be part of his 
productions.”  Brooke says she was involved, 
one way or another, with every theatrical 
production during her four years at Ames High 
(there were three productions a year then plus 
One Acts directed by seniors). Hank required 
his students to know all sides of the production 
and to be a team. “He didn’t encourage 
starlets, he rewarded work ethic, creativity and 
initiative.  All of these were skills that helped 
me in the years that followed, especially 
being self-employed.”  Harker recalled first 
learning to use power tools at Saturday Crews 
a time when Hansen invited students to build 
sets, hang lights and sew costumes in the 

auditorium and the then scenic studio.
While the theater offered collaborative 
experiences and socialization, Dorothy Gugel 
(“Gug” as she was widely known) let Harker do 
art projects she wanted to after she’d finished 
her class assignments. “She just let me go 
and encouraged me to be creative and think 
for myself, which I insisted on doing anyway. 
I was very lucky in the Ames School system 
to have art teachers who didn’t try to control 
me. They gave me supplies  and very little 
instruction, which my mother says is the best 
way to encourage creativity.”  Harker said it 
was the Gug who was instrumental in securing 
permission in 1996, during her senior year, 
for Brooke to paint a huge mural of colorful 
stick figures that covered two large walls and 
an entrance near the auditorium.  The mural 
lasted for over a decade before it was painted 
over by school personnel.  
When it came to a college decision, Harker 
opted to major in theatre over art after being 
unimpressed with the attitude of a portfolio 
reviewer from the Chicago Art Institute. “He 
told me that my artwork was ‘too happy’ 
and that in order to make art, you’ve got to 
struggle.”  Brooke said the art created her 
senior year had been largely devoted to her 
grandmother who had recently died. The 
work was colorful and a playful celebration of 
the time they spent together. “I believed then 
and I continue to, that the idea art must be 
a reflection of struggle is an archaic limited 
way of thinking.  If we want to create a better 
world, why wouldn’t we want to create art that 
reflects what we want to see in the world?  I 
vote for putting love in art.” 
Although Harker began traveling 
internationally while still at AHS as part of the 
German language program and an interest 
in various cultures began in early childhood, 
the majority of her travels commenced in 
college.  A love of children and supporting 
their creativity provoked her to sign up 
for internships in college at the University 
of Northern Iowa where she majored in 
Theatre Performance and Creative Drama 
for Youth   This took her to military bases 
in Okinawa and Italy and US Embassies in 
Tokyo and Beijing before she landed a job in 
Wiesbaden, Germany, in 2001 with the US 
Army.  Without a creative community around 
her to collaborate with, she converted a spare 
room in her apartment into an art studio and 
turned to making paintings to cope with the 
challenging job.  Around that time, a friend 
said,  “Brooke, what are you doing working for 
the military? You’re an artist.” Another friend 
suggested, “What if you just go be an artist?”  
Her reaction:  “Huh...Interesting.” This hadn’t 
occurred to her.
Shortly afterwards she left her steady job and 
journeyed to Los Angeles to visit her sister 
who lured her to the coast with funny stories 
of being a background extra on movie sets. 
Brooke planned to stay only a few weeks, 
but Katie urged her to stay longer.  She 
returned with a few clothes, an African drum 

and an easel and then kept extending her 
stay.  She took a job as a live special events 
performer, eventually working for one of the 
top companies in LA which handles a lot 
of celebrity events.  While she worked with 
children, she got her start in the LA art scene 
exhibiting in coffee shops, restaurants, street 
festivals and eventually various galleries.
Her “al fresco” studio in Sherman Oaks is 
outdoors and near where neighbors walk 
by daily.  Most artists would object to the 
interruptions, but Harker likes the social 
interactions and says that talking with 
passersby sometimes makes a painting better, 
“probably because the socialization makes 
me happy and my work is fueled by positive 
energy.”
To find inspiration for paintings, Harker’s 
process often includes walking about 10 miles 
a day while on location in search of scenes 
to paint while on location and thousands of 
photographs or hours sketching.  For example, 
during a recent trip to Paris, she took over 
6,000 photos between there and walks the 
previous week in Rome and Belgium.  On her 
most recent international excursion to Havana, 
Brooke says she took even more pictures, 
which she’d only partly processed when we 
met.  This is one reason why she bristles 
when people ask about her “vacation” to Paris, 
Havana or elsewhere, because “although it is 
beautiful and inspiring to travel and probably 
more exciting than sitting in an office, it isn’t 
relaxing in the way I think of a vacation, it’s 
work and a lot of decision making.”
When she returns to Los Angeles, she goes 
through her pictures repeatedly each time 
noting compositions that catch her eye.  
Eventually, she selects only those scenes that 
have accumulated her attention frequently 
through this repetitious process.   She could 
be described as an impressionist in her own 
right because she likes to convert reality 
into something that is semi-abstract, but still 
recognizable – [or so it seemed to me.]  She 
usually builds her own frames and stretches 
the canvas – thanks to shop skills she learned 
with Hank’s Ames High school productions 
and time spent in the scenic studio at the 
University of Northern Iowa, where she first 
painted a cityscape that stretched 20’ tall and 
30’ wide, a black and white cityscape of NYC 
for the stage.  Harker still particularly likes to 
paint large.  Some of her cityscapes for homes 
have measured 84” x 66” and 90” x 60” (height 
by width).
Harker being ambidextrous finds it curious to 
think that other people mainly use one hand.  
With the acrylic background, she paints with 
either hand.  She prefers being a leftie for 
ink or oil strokes with a brush. When making 
textured palette knife strokes, she prefers to 
use her right hand.  You can find Brooke’s art 
on her web page or on Facebook at: www.
brookeharker.com  & at www.facebook.com/
brookeharkerpaintings.  Brooke Harker can 
also be contacted at: brooke@brookeharker.
com
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The	AHS	Class	of	1948

The	AHS	Class	of	1952

The	AHS	Class	of	1948 held 
a mini-reunion on August 24, 
2017.  Even though most of us 
live in the Ames area, we had a 
great time sharing stories and 
memories of our class.  Special 
thanks to Janet Hoff and the 
family of Nancy Neff Clark 
for sharing scrap books and 
pictures of our era.  (Forrest 
Barnes, ‘48)

Picture:  (l-r)  Front row:  Sharon 
Arrasmith Petersma, Joneta “Joni” 
Wheelock Bell, Janet Hoff, Ana Barnard 
Bice, Jody Lechner Kelly.  Back row:  
Bob Ringenberg, Don Bice, Bob Amme, 
Mel Bell, Forrest Barnes.  (Not pictured:  
Bob Shaffer and Karla Kelly)

The	AHS	Class	of	1952 held 
their 65th class reunion August 
16th and 17th.  A number of 
classmates were unable to be 
with us, but those who were 
here enjoyed renewing old 
friendships, reminiscing and just 
being together.  We all had fond 
memories of the wonderful and 
fun times at Ames High School 
and missing those who couldn’t 
be with us.

Our class reunion was dedicated 
to Dr. David Taft for extraordinary 
Heroism on August 27, 1967 
while serving as a surgeon 
with the Frist Marine Division 
(Reinforced) FMF near Danang, 
Republic of Vietnam in direct 
support of combat operations against communist insurgents 
(Viet Cong) forces.  When a seriously wounded casualty 
with an “armed” 2.75 inch rocket imbedded in his left leg was 
brought by helicopter to the First Medical Battalion, Lieutenant 
Commander Taft carefully diagnosed the case, concluding that 
the knee joint, nerves and arteries in the area were destroyed 
and that surgical amputation was imperative and time was 
of the essence.  Anticipating that the rocket might detonate 
at any moment, he immediately supervised the patient’s 
emergency treatment and transfer to the operating room, 
setting an outstanding example of calmness and courage.  He 
assisted with the administration of spinal anesthetic, which 
necessitated manipulating and positioning the victim several 
times.  Lieutenant Commander Taft cleared the operating room 
of all personnel with the exception of the patient, himself and 
Navy hospital corpsman and then, with complete disregard 
for his own safety, cooling and competently performed the 

surgery.  By his expeditious treatment of the patient, his 
superior professional skill, and his unfaltering devotion to duty, 
Lieutenant Commander Taft undoubtedly saved the injured 
man’s life and was instrumental in removing the threat of death 
or injury from other personnel in the vicinity of the operating 
room, thereby upholding the highest tradition of the United 
States Naval Service.

Dr. David Taft passed away in 2011, but many of our 
classmates had come across a story about David published 
in a book regarding war heroes and suggested we dedicate 
our 65th class reunion to David.  We are proud to honor him 
for his meritorious service to our country and the men and 
women who served.  Additionally, his wife, Sheila, who had 
never met David’s classmates, decided to travel from Seattle 
to be with us as we celebrated the dedication to David.  It was 
a wonderful surprise to have her join us as we honored him.  
(Barbara Warren Houk, ’52 and Classmates)



Volume 28, Issue 3, Page 10 December, 2017

AHS	Class	of	1957	60th	Reunion

Front	Row,	l-r:	 Nancy Hagge Woodley, Nancy Thornton Greiner, Dorothy Vanderwilt Kilstrom, Diane M. Bryne, Sharon Hagen Mott, Karyl Sills Ferguson, 
Nancy Thompson, Shirley Backous Evans, Patti Miller Nervig, John Sylvester, Edward Hansen.  Second	Row,	l-r: Bob Covey, Edith Lillie Bartley, Sam 
Smith, Mary Jo Jackson Bickley, Marvin Berry, Sharon Jones Caldwell, Lynn Stempel Griffith, Marcia Lindquist Connorton, Sandra McLarnan Plate, Charlotte 
Beistger Burton, Sarah Hardin Terrones, Elizabeth Spedding Calciano.  Third	Row,	l-r: Larry Maitland, Bob Baldus, Ron Morrow, Tom Carlson, Dave Sucher, 
Ron Lee, Jack Winkler, Jon Lineweaver, Paul Nelson, Joe Anderson, Duane Black, Barbara Kurtz Bunning, Margaret Struble Norris, Lawrence Evans, 
Barbara Vogt Berry, Clarence Burton, Bob Callahan, Judy Clark Kidder, Ann McDowell Melton. 

The Ames High School Class of 1957 celebrated a “60” year reunion on September 14, 15 and 16.   A “Drink and Greet” 
was held on Thursday, September 14th at Olde Main Brewery Company;  a buffet dinner at Quality Inn and Suites on Friday, 
September 15th;  and a Coffee on Saturday morning, September 16th at the Ames Woman’s Club. (By: Shirley Backous Evans)

50	Years	Ago...1967	Senior	Senate
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AHS	Class	of	1962	55th	Reunion

Class of 1962 picture identification:  Unfortunately we had no director of photography to make sure everyone’s face was poking 
out between the people in front of them.  I will try to label the classmates from the front row left to right and on and on to the back 
row where our class auxiliary member, Mr. Bill Ripp joined the group.  Mr. Ripp arrived at Ames High the same year we did.  The 
difference is, we were allowed to graduate and move on.  However, Mr. Ripp is still there working out of the AHS Alumni Office.  
(MSAB)  

Row	1:  Sarah Baughman Ollila, Art Bates, Connie Alfred Lidster, Jennifer Darnell Groat, Pam Leland.  Row	2: Sharon Hovde Bappe, Sandy Hostetter, Lynn 
Swanson Sedel, Carolyn Geiger Thiesen, Carol Lasche Tetmeyer, Mary Sue Arrasmith Brown, Julie Packer McWilliams.  Row	3:  George Reinbold, Dean 
Lange, Margaret Sprague Todd, Judy Agard, Marilyn Sailsbury Smith.  Row	4:  Dennis Scott, Murray “Bing” McHone, Dick Clark, Bob Talcott, Paul Townsend, 
Loran Randles, Tony Pappas, Anne Sande Reed, Chuck Abbott.  Row	5:  Bill Rosebrook, Norm Callahan, Sarah Goldsbury, Bob Carr, Bill Landsberg, Cheryl 
Wheelock Binzen, John Quam, Mike Alfred, Ken Brown, Mr. Bill Ripp. 

The Ames High School Class of 1962 celebrated their 55th 
reunion the weekend of September 22-24, 2017.  On Friday 
evening we gathered in the basement of the Elks Club.  This 
was an appropriate location as this is where our Senior After 
Prom party was held.  We played “guess who” with no name 
tags and lots of guesses.  We had additional guests from 
adjacent AHS classes.  The local chapter of GORP* (Group 
of Reunited People from the Class of 1962) provided treats 
(sugar) and snacks (salty) and real food (protein, fruits and 
veggies).  Saturday we broke up into small groups for activities 
of our choice.  One group of eight toured the ISU athletic 
facilities: Hilton Coliseum, including Johnny’s and Jack Trice 
Stadium, including the Sukup End Zone.  Nathan Terry ’96, 
Associate Director of ISU Marketing led the tour.  Nathan is 
Sarah Baughman Ollila’s son-in-law (Julie, ’97), and he shared 
his impressive knowledge willingly and with detail.  One 
group of seven lunched at the Iowa Stater.  Another group 
went to Provisions.  Perhaps the most unusual activity was 
a graveyard visit by Connie Alfred Lidster and Cousin Mike 
Alfred who visited the hidden graveyard where their Great-
great-great Grandparents are buried.  And, by the way, they 
are also my GGGPs from another branch (MSAB).  In the 

evening we gathered at the Holiday Inn Ames Conference 
Center.  Veggie trays, dips and other light hors d’oeuvres were 
served as classmates and guests registered.  Next on the 
agenda was the “Bill and Bill Show”.  Bill Rosebrook emceed 
the program which included recognition of those who were 
on the planning committee, a poster recognizing those of our 
classmates that have passed on, and an encouragement to 
sign up to receive the monthly GORP report.  Next on the 
program was a lively and well-received presentation given by 
Bill Landsberg.  (Bill R. pointed out that this was the first official 
duty in 55 years that Bill L., our Senior Class Vice-President 
had ever performed.)  After the program we enjoyed a tasty 
buffet, much laughter and many hugs.  On Sunday there were 
more small group activities.  One activity was brunch followed 
by visiting and shopping at the Octagon Art Festival.  (*GORP 
gathers once a month for lunch at a variety of restaurants in 
the greater Des Moines Area, which included Ames, Ankeny, 
Boone and Des Moines.  Our purpose is to talk, eat, laugh, 
share photos, and eat and talk some more.  We welcome 
visitors from out of the area.  If you are not on the GORP 
mailing list—contact Mary Sue at:  wethric@msn.com.)  (By: 
Mary Sue Arrasmith Brown, ’62)
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 The Ames High School Class of 1977 gathered September 22-24 for 
a reunion marking the 40 years since the members graduated.  The 
festivities started on Friday with a tailgate party at the high school 
gym attended by such luminaries as Iowa Agriculture Secretary Bill 
Northey (husband of ’77 classmate Cindy Lacey Northey) and new 
papa Tom Wandersee, who had missed some previous gatherings due 
to extenuated circumstances.  Some of the party crowd attended Ames 
High’s shellacking of some other team on the field, while others got a 
head start on a bar night at the Quality Inn on 13th Street.  It was great to 
see Dave Litchfield wearing a giant wig, rocking the ’77 look even though 
his gray beard was still showing.

On Saturday, based on photo evidence, some of the sleep-deprived 
members of the class made the scheduled tour of Ames High, which has 
changed at least as much as we have.  The obligatory “Rail” photo in the 
lobby showed former No. 1 tennis player Bob Wilson, wrestler and power-
lifter Dan Stump and photography great Kevin Snyder, among others.  
That evening, nearly 160 classmates and significant others packed into 
the Quality Inn ballroom for stories, food, drinks, elementary school class 

photos, live music and just a whole bunch of fun.  Classmates had come 
from Washington state, Miami Beach, and other far flung spots as Des 
Moines.  Several classmates have recently moved back to Ames.  They 
didn’t have far to travel.

At one point, a number of classmates signed one of our reunion t-shirts, 
designed by ’77 arts dude Paul Hempe, for classmate Michael Miller who 
is recovering from an illness in California.  This class has always been 
close.  It still very much is.  Miller posed for a photo with the shirt when he 
received it.

On Sunday, we wrapped up with a catered BBQ at Brookside Park, 
posed for photos with the fire engine, heard tales from classmate/math 
genius/poet Marc Drexler of Maryland, and said our goodbyes.  We 
figured out we will be pushing 70 if we wait 10 years for the next reunion.  
Some scholars argued that we should get together again in five.  Just 
remember, there is always the annual December all-classes reunion in 
downtown Ames, detailed at www.ahsalum.org.   It was a great time and 
the committee, led by Sarah Townsend Stevenson, received big and 
deserved kudos.  (Perry Beeman, ’77) 

AHS	Class	of	1972	45th	Reunion

AHS	Class	of	1977	40th	Reunion

Members of the AHS Class of 1972 45th 
Reunion gathered in Ames, Friday, July 21—
Sunday, July 23. 2017, to “make new friends, 
but keep the old.”  Classmate Jeff Kuehl and 
intelligent, tenacious and, yes lovely, wife 
of Kim helped these classmates kick off the 
reunion weekend by grilling all Iowa meats 
at Moore Park on Friday evening.  Saturday 
morning classmates enjoyed a tour of Ames 
High School.  Yes, a few things have changed.  
(The rail is gone; the library and “lunch room” 
are on the main floor.)  However, many more 
things seem to have stayed the same.  (The 
lockers; the parking lot; the prairie)   Saturday 
night classmates gathered at the Ames Golf 
and Country Club, pursuant to arrangements 
made by Peg Mickle Warren, for drinks, dinner 
and wonderful entertainment by Carol Healey 
Mongtag.  Carol sang songs requested by her 
classmates.  Sunday classmates gathered 
at Inis Grove Park for a “picnic” organized by 
classmate Deb Lenning Ballard and catered 
by Hickory Park.  Thanks to the generosity 
of many classmates we were able to make a 
donation of $ 1,972.00 (cheesy, but we love 
Ames High) to the Ames High School Alumni 
Association and an additional $ 500.00 to the 
Ames Education Foundation.  Liz Pier Smith 
created the Memory Book to embarrass all 
other memory books, with bios, photos, poetry, 
etc.  Behind the scenes, but oh so necessary, 
financial work was done by David Munn and 
Karen Burke Burianek.  Karen and Jacque 
Bell did all the administrative registration, etc. 

work.  Larry Mullica organized “appropriate 
throwback” music for Friday evening at Moore 
Park and also created name tags for each 
returning classmate with a graduation photo.  
Overseeing all those who did the actual work 

was Joan M. Waters.  The common sentiment 
was how lucky we were to have grown up in 
Ames.  (JMW)
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Memorials
In memory of: William	T.	Paulson,	‘56
 By:  Diana Rex Gammell, ‘56
In memory of: 1947	Deceased	Classmates
 By:  Phyllis Eschback Schulz, ;47
In memory of: Michael	E.	Cox,	‘61
 By:  Mark E. Watson, ‘61
In memory of: Edith	Honsinger	Duss,	‘47
 By:  Larry E. Honbsinger, ‘52
In memory of: Mary	McNally,	Staff
 By:  Tess Galati, ‘60
In memory of: John	R.	Wilcox,	‘51
 By:  Roger A. Deal, ‘51
In memory of: Raymond	O.	Donels,	Staff
	 Robert	R.	Donels,	‘55
 By:  William R. Donels, ‘59
In memory of: Nancy	Houge	Hadaway,	‘68
 By:  Karen K. Haines, ‘58
In memory of: My	fallen	1961	Classmates
 By:  Mark D. Woods, ‘61

In honor/memory of:  The	AHS	Class	of	1972
 By:  The AHS 1972 Reunion
In memory of:  Shirley	Kooser	Regalia,	‘56
 By:  Sally Kooser Horn, ‘56
In memory of:  David	D.	Dresser,	‘66
 By:  James W. Dresser, ‘58
In memory of: David	D.	Dresser,	‘66
 By:  Alechia Daniels, ‘58
 Larry Beach, ‘58
In memory of: David	D.	Dresser,	‘66
 By:  AHS Class of l958
In memory of: David	D.	Dresser,	‘66
 By:  Howard, ’66 & Myra Randles
In memory of: David	D.	Dresser,	‘66
 By:  Timothy J. McKinley, ‘66
In memory of: David	D.	Dresser,	‘66
 By:  Michael R. Reese, ‘59
In memory of: David	D.	Dresser,	‘66
 By:  Kent, ’56 & Linda S. Woodworth, ‘58

In memory of: David	D.	Dresser,	‘66
 By:  Dick & Jean Bachman Bruner, ‘58
In memory of:  David	D.	Dresser,	‘66
 By:  Karen Popelka
In memory of:  David	D.	Dresser,	‘66
 By:  Anonymous Donor
In memory of:  Donald	J.	Soults,	‘57
 By:  Susan Soults Raymond, ‘62
In honor/memory of: AHS	Class	of	l952
 By:  1952 65th Class Reunion  
In memory of: 1957	Deceased	Classmates
 By:  1957 60th Class Reunion
In memory of: Luann	Hansen	Johnson,	‘72
 By:  Nancy Jellinger Graeve, ‘72

 Some	Have	Left	US
The following alumni are known to have died in recent years.  Those listed in previous newsletters are omitted here. Some 
information may be incomplete. If you have any more information or unreported deaths, please advise the AHSAA.  
A	complete	listing	of	all	known	deceased	alumni	is	available	at	www.ahsalum.org.

Class Name Date of Deth City, State Class Name Date of Deth City, State
1929 Smith,Dorothy Catherine d. 9-27-2013 Hot Springs AR
1932 Hansen, Carol Rosalia (Criteman) d. 4-14-1997 Durham NC
1934 Kochheiser, Frances Virginia (Viggers) d. 2-10-2011 Des Moines IA
1934 Turner,Miriam Forman (Richardson) d. 3-18-2013 Kennett Square PA
1935 Forbes,Jean E. (Hendrickson) d. 11-11-2016 Galesburg IL
1935 Wilson,Penelope (Freed) d. 11-19-2015 Winter Park FL
1936 Anderson,Maxine O. d. 11-20-2016 Irvine CA
1938 Friest,Warren Clifford d. 7-25-2016 Rockford IL
1938 Jones,Eleanor (Olsson) d. 11-14-2016 Madrid IA
1940 Bogle,Barbara Ann (Caine) d. 5-16-2017 Chandler AZ
1940 Eaton,Miriam Kathleen (Kindermann) d. 12-28-2008 Milwaukee WI
1940 Lindstrom,Eugene Shipman d. 7-14-2017 State College PA
1940 McCord,Glenn Donald d. 7-18-2017 Columbia SC
1940 Nelson,Mildred Roberta (Campbell) d. 5-19-2016 Palo Alto CA
1940 Wierson,Wesley Andrew d. 6-2-2009 Ames IA
1941 Anfenson,Kenneth d. 2-4-2016 Clyde TX
1941 Baier,Edith Bernice d. 7-18-2010 Randall IA
1941 Booth,Oliver Adora (Peterson) d. 7-1-2017 Ames IA
1941 Danielson,Ruth Frances (Wetter) d. 7-2-2011 Prescott Valley AZ
1941 Johnson,Harold Martin d. 7-17-1945 Hakadate Camp, Japan
1941 Pardee,Charlotte (Farren) d. 3-20-2014 Ankeny IA
1942 Retterer,Ellen Marie (Mitchell) d. 7-2-2017 Indianapolis IN
1944 Knutson,Lois Jerene (Erickson) d. 8-1-2015 Radcliffe IA
1945 Buck,James A. d. 7-8-2015 Ames IA
1945 Lieb,Barbara Anne (Morrissey) d. 8-18-2017 Dixon CA
1945 Martin,Arthur Henry d. 6-12-2017 Englewood CO
1945 Noble,Phyllis Marian (Porter) d. 1-18-2017 Omaha NE
1946 Arnold,Richard Lee d. 11-7-2016 Carol Stream IL
1946 Fenley,John Macy d. 6-2-2013 Fountain Hills AZ
1946 Graham,Roberta Marie (Irving) d. 10-30-2016 Sun Lakes AZ
1946 Leach,Barbara A. (Parsons) d. 4-21-2017 Syracuse NY
1946 Rhodes,William Sydney d. 10-9-2013 Bedford VA
1946 Thiel,Dreston Dale d. 9-21-2016 Medford OR
1947 McNeil,Don W. d. 1-19-2017 Boise ID
1948 Calhoon, Edward Clair d. 5-13-2014 Walnut Creek CA
1949 Allen,Philip Manning d. 7-2-2017 Fargo ND
1949 Bappe,Dale Everett d. 10-8-2016 Cedar Rapids IA
1949 Glasson,Thomas d. 8-6-2017 Pontiac MI
1949 Groen,Ada Marie (Clausen) d. 7-2-2016 Boerne TX
1949 Ullestad,Richard Clayton d. 9-3-2017 Ames IA
1950 Paul,Phyllis Elaine (Pierson) d. 3-30-2016 Saint George UT
1953 Pierson,Richard Eugene d. 9-25-2017 Kerrville TX
1953 Stacy,Robert Brown d. 7-21-2017 Des Moines IA
1954 Clark,Suzanne d. 9-19-2017 Ames IA
1955 Black,Bruce Bernard d. 2-15-2017 Oshkosh WI
1955 Olson,Janice Mae (Maxwell) d. 11-29-2016 Story City IA

1956 McNeal,Sharon L. (Small) d. 10-21-2017 Sun City AZ
1956 Regalia,Shirley Jean (Kooser) d. 7-20-2017 Kirkland WA
1957 Cummings,Carol Kay d. 11-26-2016 Rockville MD
1959 Bender,Kathryn Christine d.  9-11-2017 Ames IA
1959 Knudson,Sandra Ann (McIntosh) d. 11-3-2016 Humboldt IA
1959 Neely,Winifred Kay (Hudspith) d.  11-6-2016 Ames IA
1959 Torney,Barbara Marie (Calhoon) d. 3-17-2014 Williamsburg IA
1960 Miller,John Howard d. 12-20-2016 Madrid IA
1961 Armstrong,Mary Kathryn d. 12-10-2016 Phoenix AZ
1961 Stenson,Mark Leo d. 10-24-2016 Crossville TN
1963 Uthe,Linda Diane d. 9-22-2017 Nevada IA
1964 Clapp,Garland Virgil d. 11-29-2016 Ames IA
1964 Clayberg,Ricky Dean d. 11-13-2016 Ames IA
1965 Spicer,Jerry Lee d. 12-27-2016 Ames IA
1966 Dresser, David Dean d. 9-9-2017 Ames IA
1966 Fryar,Richard Eugene d. 7-25-2017 Littleton CO
1966 Garrey,Marlene Louise (Ferguson) d. 11-10-2016 Nevada IA
1967 Jorgensen,Marcia Marie (Stafford) d. 10-26-2017 Overland Park KS
1978 Johannes,Janet Lynn (Nicolle) d. 11-22-2014 Denver CO
1968 Miller,Paul Hesse d. 1-26-2009 Federal Way WA
1970 Wacker,Steve A. d. 9-8-2016 Los Angeles CA
1969 Pagliai,John Joseph d. 1-8-1987 Madrid IA
1971 Bode,Phillip Todd d. 6-8-2017 Cape Coral Fl
1971 Dengler,Mary Louise d. 11-13-2016 Perry IA
1971 Sayre,Nancy Ann (Cheever) d. 11-18-2016 Ames IA
1975 Belle,Gregory Allen d. 7-4-2016 Ames IA
1975	 Litchfield,Diane	Louise	 d.	11-15-2016	 Ames	IA
1977 Temple,Mike d. 8-16-2017 Des Moines IA
1978 Crispin,Naylene Kay (Kyle) d. 9-5-2017 Ames IA
1978 Obrecht,James Adams d. 3-8-2017 Perry FL
1981 Smith,Lauren Beth (Kernan) d. 12-4-2016 Des Moines IA
1983 Sorenson,Allan Edward d. 11-27-2016 Houston TX
1984 Carlson,Bruce David d. 6-27-2017 Marshalltown IA
1993 Horn,Nathan Lee d. 11-6-2016 Sarasota FL
2001 Lodermeier,Lucas Michael d. 7-11-2016 Hardin County IA
2005 Merseal,Kacy Elizabeth d. 8-6-2017 Rice County MN
2009 Englin,Matthew Donald d. 11-27-2016 Eden Prairie MN
2010 Burnside,Tashara Brielle d. 12-27-2016 Ames IA
Staff Buttrey,Esther Bernice d. 5-6-2015 Ogden IA
Staff Hugdahl,Dianne Lynn (Bauer) d. 9-8-2017 Ames IA
Staff Jacobson,Anne Pearl (Rollins) d. 12-28-2001 Bisbee AZ
Staff Perry,James Frank d. 1-24-2010 Hampstead NC
Staff Regnier,Sandra Faye d. 12-23-2007 Des Moines IA
Staff Rosheim,Irving B. d. 6-20-2015 Ames IA
Staff Whelchel,Louise Ellen (Jeffords) d. 11-12-2009 Winterset IA
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While Your Coffee Cools…
 
Give me a call to discuss how you can impact education!
Annie Arbuckle, Executive Director, Ames Education Foundation – 515-268-6630

Consider Program Endowment with Name Recognition!  
You are our link to keeping Ames a world-class educational experience – and you 
are living it!!  Thanks Alumni for being shining star examples for our future stars 
to follow!! Your Planned Gift can be a legacy to many students.  We accept gifts of 
cash, checks, stock, gifts through your will or estate, IRA rollover, and we offer a 
Charitable Gift Annuity.  Our office can advise you on a Major Gift.

Mini-Grant – Has Grown Up!!
The Mini-Grant program has been renamed  
INNOVATION GRANT! Why? We have changed the  
Mini-Grant title to reflect the innovative approach to education.  
Our teachers are innovative!  What they do on a daily basis is not 
mini!  Based on feedback from donors who said, “What you are 
funding is not mini!”  We welcome your help today with your 
donations to Innovation Grant.   

Your donations have funded:  Microscopes, Field Trips, Guest Artists, Rotation Motor 
Lab Supplies for the AHS Physics classroom, Classroom Reading Materials, the 
Pollinator Project – which not only has an effect on education, has had an impact on 
Ames and beyond and the ecosystem.  Will you support our classrooms?  Any donation 
can help us and your donation helps Ames education. You have no idea how much it 
means to have your help with education and our Pre K-12 classrooms.

TASTE for Education
TASTE 2017 was a big success with record attendance. ISU “Shy of a Dozen” performed, and local restaurants 
were set up around the ballroom at the Gateway to provide a tasting of their cuisine.  We raised $48,000 for 
educational needs.  Mark your calendar for our 7th annual TASTE – Sunday, September 30, 2018.  Bring a 
group, reunite with alumni, and celebrate education with us. We would love to see you!  Thank you to all our 
donors, attendees, participants, restaurants, sponsors, and volunteers.

To contribute to the Ames Education Foundation you may donate online
at ameseducationfoundation.org., or you may send your check to:

Ames Education Foundation, PO Box 1125,  Ames, IA  50014.  Please make checks
Payable to Ames Education Foundation.

Thank you in advance for your contribution to 
Ames Education Foundation Innovation Grant and/or our General Fund.   

We appreciate your impact on education.

515-268-6630 | ameseducationfoundation.org | ann@ameseducationfoundation.org

AHS Science Teachers – Recipients of Funding
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Membership Blank          Membership Blank          Membership Blank          Membership Blank

Mail to Ames High School Alumni Association, 1921 Ames High Drive, Ames, IA, 50010.  Make checks payable to AHSAA.

Please circle membership dues enclosed: 1 year - $6.00 2 years - $11.00 3 years - $15.00
            Outside the USA: 1 year - $12.00 2 years - $22.00 3 years - $30.00

Additional Donation enclosed:   $__________ Memorial enclosed:   $__________
In memory of:   _______________________________________

Name:  ___________________________________________________________ Graduation Year:  ___________

Address:  _________________________________________________________ Graduation Num:  ___________
(first number on name label)

City:  __________________________________________________ State:  ___________ Zip:  _______________

Birth Date: ____________________   If married, is your spouse an AHS grad?  ________     If so, what year?  ________

First and last name of spouse (maiden name of wife):  _____________________________________________________

Your father’s first and last name:  ______________________________________________________________________

Your mother’s first and maiden name:  __________________________________________________________________

Names and addresses of brothers and sisters who graduated from AHS:  ______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Names of other relatives who graduated from AHS: ________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name and address of someone who will always know your address:  __________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestions / comments for the AHAA (special events, newsletter ideas, anything):  ______________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Book Order Form             Book Order Form             Book Order Form             Book Order Form

Mail to Ames High School Alumni Association, 1921 Ames High Drive, Ames, IA, 50010.  Make checks payable to AHSAA.

Name:  ______________________________________________________________   Graduation Year:  ____________

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________________

2001 Ames High School Alumni Directory (no longer available)
“Ames-From Marsh to Modern City” by Farwell Brown      qty: _____  x  $20.00 ........ subtotal ____________
“Ames in Word and Picture” by Farwell Brown      qty: _____  x  $20.00 ........ subtotal ____________
“Ames-Tales from Two Old Timers” by Farwell Brown      qty: _____  x  $20.00 ........ subtotal ____________
“Once Upon A Time” by I.W. (Red) Milliken (postage included)      qty: _____  x  $20.00 ........ subtotal ____________
“A Guide to Ames” by Tamara Kuhn      qty: _____  x  $15.00 ........ subtotal ____________

add $5.00 postage for each book ordered: ____________
                     ($10.00 max for postage)         TOTAL ____________

Outside	the	USA:

“Ames	in	Word	and	Picture” by Farwell Brown qty: _____  x $20.00   subtotal   
“Ames-Tales	from	Two	Old	Times” by Farwell Brown qty: _____  x $20.00  subtotal   
“A	Soldier’s	Life,	1861-1865” by Farwell Brown qty: _____  x $20.00  subtotal   
“Once	Upon	A	Time” by I.W. (Red) Milliken qty: _____  x $10.00  
subtotal   
“2011	Ames	Alumni	Directory”	(free postage) qty: _____  x $5.00  
subtotal   
  
 	
	  
 

Add	$5.00	postage	for	each	item	
ordered:
(Add $10.00 postage outside of the USA for 

1 year - $8.00
1 year - $16.00

2 years - $15.00
2 years - $30.00

3 years - $20.00
3 years - $40.00

(first set of numbers on name label)

O.K.  I plead guilty as charged.  In the August newsletter 
I gave Todd Rutter, ’85 credit for his brother’s (Troy, ’92) 
letter to Principal Spence Evans.  But in my defense, 
parents make life more confusing by the names they pick 
out for their children.  I am willing to wager the Kennedy 
bi-centennial half dollar I carry in my pocket (it was a 
gift) that their mother, Margaret ’62, has been guilty of 
switching labels on her lads.  I grew up in a family of 
B’s—Bill, Betty, Bob and Brenda—so I have first-hand 
experience of being mislabeled.  Think what it must have 
been in the Best family with Bob, Bill, Barry, Brian, Ben, 
Beverly, Barbara and Bridget.  I apologize, as well as rest 
my case.

On another subject, a “BIG	THANK	YOU” to David 
Munn, AHS Class of 1972 Reunion Treasurer, and 
his 1972 classmates for their reunion contribution of 
$1972.00 to the AHSAA.  We also received significant 
monetary gifts from the reunion classes of 1952 and 
1957.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated. (WCR)

From	the	Desk	of	the	Editor
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AHSAA	Calendar
2017-18	AHSAA	Monthly	Meetings:
December 19th AHSAA Monthly Meeting
January 16th AHSAA Monthly Meeting
February 20th AHSAA Monthly Meeting
March 20th AHSAA Monthly Meeting
April 17th AHSAA Monthly Meeting

-	2018	-
Reunions:
July 13-14 Class of 1983 35th Reunion
Sept. 7-8  Class of 1958 60th Reunion

Other	2017	Events:
December 29th - All-Classes Holiday Celebration

Note: If the last number on your name label is 
 2017, your membership expires with 
 this newsletter.

The Ames High School Alumni Newsletter (ISSN 1055-5196) 
is published three times a year by the Ames High School Alumni 
Association (AHSAA).  

Membership in the AHSAA is $8 for 1 year, $15 for two 
years, $20 for three years (see member form for foreign pricing).  
Membership is open to everyone, not just Ames High School alumni.  

The	AHSAA	meets	monthly	on	 the	 third	Tuesday	of	 the	
month.		Please	email	or	call	(515-232-0230)	for	the	exact	time	
and	location	of	the	meeting.		Everyone	is	welcome	to	attend.

The Ames High School Alumni Association
can be contacted as follows:

 By mail- see return address.

 http://www.ahsalum.org

 info@ahsalum.org


